

ADOPTED 3/22/16


Introduced by Council Member Hazouri & Co-sponsored by Council
Members Carter, Wilson & R. Gaffney:
RESOLUTION 2016-193-A
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING THE JACKSONVILLE KIDS COALITION FOR TIRELESSLY ADVOCATING TO MAKE JACKSONVILLE A CHILD-FRIENDLY CITY; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
our children are, and will always be, our most precious and prized treasures; they bring us joy, are a source of considerable pride and embody the promise of better tomorrows; and

WHEREAS,
sadly, many children in Jacksonville and surrounding counties are often vulnerable, ill-housed, ill-nourished and without access to adequate healthcare; and

WHEREAS, it is revealing to grasp statistics that reflect the status of far too many children in our midst - while 26% of Duval County’s population are under the age of 18, 39% live in low-income families; 17% live at or below the poverty level; 42% of low-income children receive no subsidy for day care; 67% of children entering school are not prepared for learning; 9.9% of children have no health insurance and 49.5 out of every 1,000 children born in Jacksonville are born to teens ages 15-19; and
WHEREAS,
in 2001, feeling the urgency to advocate for children and with the generous support of the Jessie Ball DuPont Fund, the Jacksonville Kids Coalition was founded on the premise that advocating for public policies that support effective programming for children is the right thing to do; and

WHEREAS,
in 2010 Duval County was the recipient of a grant from the Federal Substance Abuse and Mental Health Service Administration (SAMSHA) to facilitate the transformation of Northeast Florida’s mental health services into a system of care that integrates home and community-based services and supports for youth;  and
WHEREAS,
partnering with numerous agencies and child advocates throughout the City, the parents, caregivers, and child advocates have worked tirelessly to make Jacksonville a child-friendly city; it is the mission of the Coalition to educate lawmakers and the public about the plight of our most vulnerable children;  and
WHEREAS,
on Thursday, March 24, 2016, parents, caregivers, children, family advocates and the Jacksonville Kids Coalition staff will gather at the Williams Family YMCA to observe the Seventh Annual Children’s Week Celebration and give official recognition to the critical role children and youth play in informing and shaping life in Jacksonville; and this celebration and the invaluable work that the Jacksonville Kids Coalition and its many partners do on behalf of all of our children deserve commendation; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and commend the Jacksonville Kids Coalition and its many partners for the outstanding work that the Coalition, Jacksonville Children’s Commission, and Jacksonville System of Care Initiative and their many partners for the outstanding work being done on behalf of children.


Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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